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About Intealth ‘ Intealth

VISION: The trusted global authority on health care education

e Unites ECFMG and FAIMER ECFMG FAIMER
under a common Vision MISSION MISSION

To serve the public by: Through partnership and collaboration:

* Assuring the qualifications of * Conduct data analyses and research to

® MiSS ionS a I I gn e d to C reate health care professionals ::fg;r:pgc:iic;ifezgg&grrc,:gé:ir;lnc;evelopment

* Providing primary-source verification of
f I . credentials of health care professionals, * Support the education of physicians and
p Owe r U Syn e rg I eS as they serve throughout the world other health care professionals worldwide
* Supporting international medical graduates who * Develop resources on the health care workforce

° E C F IVI G a n d FAI IVI E R seek graduate medical education in the United States used by global communities
] VALUES
operate and offer their
; . : Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion :
Integrity and Trust : e Commitment
re S p e Ct IVe p O rtfo I I O S Of We uphold the highest ethical standards IESERton TR 00 D Rt We are passionate about our work

and align our words iovito va.rled pgrspectwes, and and dedicated to meeting internal and
provide fair access and

Se rV i C eS a S d iV iS io n S Of with our actions. Dot iy forall Indivicials. external expectations.

I n te a It h Respect Minciil L eadershiy Accountability

We recognize that we sqch iaw a We take personal responsibility for our

own behaviors, performance,
and decisions.

We value the contributions of others and [Sroleinfostering a culttre of collaboration;
treat one another with dignity. creativity, and compassion in the service of
others.
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Who is an International Medical Graduate (IMG)?

An IMG is a physician who received their basic medical degree from a medical school
located outside of the United States and Canada.*

IMGs comprise
approximately

25%

of the U.S. physician
workforce

*Individuals who graduate from
Canadian medical schools after June 30,

. . 2025 will be IMGs.
Copyright © 2025 by Intealth. All rights reserved.




] L
IMG Profiles

Foreign Citizen IMGs U.S. Citizen IMGs

 Majority apply to ECFMG as * Majority apply to ECFMG as
graduates students
 Require a visa for GME Do not need visa
* J1 or H1B (usually); other visa « Same/similar path as U.S.
types possible medical school graduates
* Transition to GME often « Many attend medical schools in
different, longer Caribbean or Eastern Europe
e ~70% of IMGs e ~30% of IMGs
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Typical IMG Journey to U.S. Medical Licensure

W7 avply for EcFMG®
Certification. Medical school
and degree must meet

ECFMG's requirements.
Meet ECFMG’s medical . .
o Sducation credentia ECFMG Certification, 2024*
!‘,"ﬂﬁ::,ffni:“ ® examination verifies diplomas and Applicants: 34,000+

transcripts directly with the

@ bl sl Sl e schools that issued them.

Step 1 and Step 2 Clinical
Knowledge (CK);
* clinical and communication skills
—complete an ECFMG Pathway
(includes passing OET Medicine).

Certificates issued: 13,431

Apply to the state
medical board in
the state where
practice is intended.

'Pass USMLE Step 3,
the final exam in the
USMLE sequence that
leads to licensure.

Apply for a U.S. graduate

medical education (GME)
IMGs in the 2025 NRMP Match** B s peata N
Participants: 16,052
Matched: 9,761

Participate in a U.S. GME training
program. Requirements include:

* Valid ECFMG Certificate

. * Contract with an approved U.S. (

teaching hospital
* Appropriate visa permitting clinical
training activities if not a U.S. citizen

r” [ )
J-1 Visa Sponsorship, 2024*\/
Intealth™ is the J-1 visa sponsor of foreigh

national physicians in U.S. GME.

Physicians sponsored: 15,900+
Countries of origin: ~155

Source: *Intealth database. **National Resident Matching Program (NRMP) 2025 Main Residency Match Advance Data Tables.
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ECFMG Certification is the Gateway
to the United States for IMGs

- 65+ Years Certifying IMGs: More than 420,000
physicians have been ECFMG Certified since 1956

- ECFMG Certification is required for:

= Participation in U.S. graduate medical education (GME)
« Step 3 of United States Licensing Exam® (USMLE®)
= Medical licensure
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Meet Eligibility Requirements

Medical School

Requirements Individual Requirements

* Attended a medical school that is * |dentity Verification
eligible for ECFMG Certification

* Acceptable Graduation Year and
Degree Title

* Transfer credits meet requirements

* Transferred from an eligible medical school
e Cannot transfer failing courses

* At least 4 years of medical education * Cannot transfer from more than one
medical school
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Certification Requirements

Clinical Skills and

Communication Skills

Medical Science Exams

e USMLE Step 1 e Pathways (including OET in
e USMLE Step 2 CK Medicine)
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Why Establishing English Competency is
Important: Visas and Immigration

e \isa sponsorship requires proven English proficiency (e.g., J-1
sponsorship).

e Programs want assurance that residents can function
independently and safely in a U.S. clinical environment.
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Why Establishing English Competency is
Important: Team Collaboration

* U.S. healthcare is highly team-based. Physicians must
coordinate with nurses, specialists, pharmacists, and others.

* Effective teamwork hinges on fluent, confident communication
during rounds, handoffs, and emergencies.

* Miscommunication can delay care or cause friction in high-
pressure environments.
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Why Establishing English Competency is
Important: Patient Care and Safety

* Clear communication is essential for accurate diagnoses,
treatment plans, and patient education.

* Misunderstandings due to language barriers can lead to
medical errors, which can harm patients and expose physicians
and institutions to liability.

* Empathy and rapport—core to good bedside manner—require
nuanced language skills.
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Why Establishing English Competency is
Important: Acculturation and Well-being

 Language barriers can create isolation, especially if physicians
feel misunderstood or unable to express themselves fully.

e Difficulty communicating may lead to lower confidence, burnout,
and imposter syndrome, especially when trying to adaptto a
new medical system and culture.

 Communication skills promote social integration, helping IMGs
form support systems with peers, mentors, and friends.
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Why Establishing English Competency is
Important: Educational Success

e Training programs involve intensive learning—didactics,
presentations, journal clubs, and exams (like USMLE Step 3).

e English fluency helps IMGs grasp medical jargon, engage in
academic discussions, and demonstrate competence during
evaluations.
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